Comment Form for the Comp Plan Environmental Sustainability Chapter for the City of Charlottesville
November 17, 2006
To: Karen Firehock
From: Andrea K. Wieder, 2331 Highland Avenue, Cville 22903
Re: Critical recommendations for changes in the environmental chapter of the city of Charlottesville’s Comprehensive Plan
            

            Background 
            The information contained in this document is based on firsthand observations of two sites in the Fry’s Spring Neighborhood that have been granted Planned Urban Development status by the planning commission and by the city council members of the City of Charlottesville. 
            The first site, the Cherry Hill development, sits on 15 acres of land. The second site, the Huntley, sits on more than 20 acres of land.  I have done background research using city sources for both of these projects. Both of these projects are within two blocks of my home on Highland Avenue. Both of these projects are being developed by real estate groups for housing. There is no “affordable housing” stipulation for either project. 
            I believe it  is essential for all persons working on any aspect of environmental sustainability in the city of Charlottesville to visit both of these sites. You really do need to see for yourself, and you need to return to the city records office and review the site plans for each of the developments. And compare what you see, with what was on paper.
            Both of these projects are on previously forested land with interesting and challenging topography. Both of these projects have been clear cut. The loss: 35 acres of trees, green cover, shrubs, animal habitat. Gone. Forever. At Huntley, even trees designated for preservation have been destroyed.
            Both of these projects are exempt from the 25% critical slope ordinance because they were granted permits before the law went on the books in January of 2006.
            Both of these projects border creeks: Huntley, on Moore’s Creek; Cherry Hill, on Lodge Creek. Moore’s Creek is protected by the 100 foot buffer ordinance; Lodge Creek does not qualify. Both of these creek’s are in serious danger: storm water management at both sites has been routinely overlooked, mismanaged or just plain ignored.
            At Huntley, the larger of the two sites, there is no plan at all for any storm water storage facility. I believe this makes a mockery of the 100 foot buffer ordinance that covers Moore’s Creek.
            At Cherry Hill, a vast storm water storage facility has been installed. But the developers of this site have regularly allowed silt fences to fill and overrun dumping soil and other debris directly into Lodge Creek. Run off from Cherry Avenue roadway has frequently polluted the creek because of sloppy site management. The sanitary sewer lines that will run along the creek with further imperil the creek and all other bodies of water that connect to it.
            

 
Fry’s Spring Neighborhood Association Web site
              I have observed and documented the Cherry Hill development site on Cherry Avenue, in the Fry’s Spring neighborhood since work began, April 2006.
            The web master of the Fry’s Spring Neighborhood Association has provided an accurate, complete, and up -to-date photo/comment gallery for public use. You can see it at http://www.flickr.com/photos/fsna/
The last entry in this ongoing document was yesterday, Thursday, Nov. 16, 2006.
 
Recommendations 
            Go to the Huntley development site, at Stribling and Sunset Avenues. Walk the entire area. Study the approved site plans at city hall.
            

            Go to the Cherry Hill site. Walk the entire area, not only on the roads, but the surrounding areas. Study the approved site plans at city hall.
            

            Require that storm water management storage tanks be installed on the Huntley development site:
It is my understanding that this storage tank is required by law on development sites of 3 acres or more. 
            

                Enforce the strictest environment protection laws we have.  Use them to safe guard streams and creeks in this city and county. If the laws are not strict enough to protect our water supply from storm water run-off, please change them:
            It is my understanding from questioning matters on the Cherry Hill development site, that the city only recently started fining property owners for breaking the laws regarding sediment and erosion control.
                And that the fee is a mere $70. And that the city has no staff or time, to follow up or collect the fee. 
                Here is a plan: make the fee a percentage of the total projected cost of the development. $70 is not much in the billion dollar build outs we have around my neighborhood (Cherry Hill, Huntley). And hire a collector/monitor whose ONLY job is to get the money and amend the environmental damage done.
                Charge interest if the payment is late.  Just like you do for late payments to the city of Charlottesville for taxes or utility bills.
                Make the payments due before further work can proceed on the development site. Issues stop work orders until the fines are collected.
                Use the money to pay the collector/monitor.
                Get tough. Mean business. The water supply is limited, precious and requires protection. The creeks cannot defend themselves.
 
                Extend the 100 foot buffer now in existence for the Rivanna, Meadowcreek and Moore’s to every creek and stream in the city of Charlottesville.
                
                Do not permit clear cutting of any development site in the city of Charlottesville:
                A major source of damage to all our creeks and streams is that sites are clear cut.  If the laws in the city are not strong enough to make this happen, please change them. If you have to change the state law, please change it. Do not issue approved site plans to any developer who clear cuts the land.
 
                Enforce the 25% slope ordinance without exception.
 
                Restore, repair, rebuild riparian banks that are imperiled by current or past development sites, including work done on sanitary sewer lines.
                A classic example you can take care of right now is  Phase I of the Stadium Sanitary Sewer Project. This phase of the sewer project begins at 5th Street and ends behind 1635 Mulberry. The project is massive in scope and the digging and clear cutting and grubbing out for the line runs near many homes in the Fry's’ Spring community. It also runs right along the banks of Lodge Creek. I have many times included photos of the huge sanitary sewer main that is directly on the creek bank.
                When the old sewer line is dug up and replaced (and of course this is being done in part to service the new waste stream from the 117 homes going up on the Cherry Hill development site), trenches more than 5 feet deep with be dug. The creek bank will be in danger of collapse. The removal of the trees to clear the way for the sewer line will further endanger Lodge Creek.
                With care the oversight from the city the damage can be minimized. With some time and effort Lodge Creek’s banks can be repaired and replanted. But the city will have to commit to this right now. Not next year.
 
                Thanks for your consideration in tis matter. 
                Andrea K. Wieder
